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Abstract
This document serves as a testimony of the plight of an average criminal in America. The
subject of this document is Sam Dwiggins who is actively in North Carolina serving a sentence
of life with out the possibility of parole. Sam’s story is taken from public records, North
Carolina Criminal Records, and his North Carolina Corrections Records (see Appendix B for
excerpts from these records) and from his own personal accounts. This document will cover
injustices of the American Criminal Justice System (CJS), as well as the State of North
Carolina’s Criminal Justice System (NC CJS) which falls under the North Carolina Department
of Public Safety (NC DPS) this department is then broken down further to the North Carolina
Department of Public Safety Division of Adult Corrections (NC DAC). While the purpose of
this paper is to inform the reader of areas in the CJS’s violations of the ideas, purpose and rights
of the constitution (see Appendix A for the amendments and articles of the Constitution that
relate to this document), the end goal is to inspire a substantial change. Specifically, if nothing
else the opportunity for Sam’s story to be heard.
Keywords: Criminal Justice System, North Carolina Criminal Justice System, North
Carolina Department of Public Safety, North Carolina Department of Adult Corrections,
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The Story of Sam Dwiggins: A Testimony
For Reformation
Of the
American Criminal Justice System
Sam Dwiggins’ story is not unique. He was a product of an absent father and an
uneducated single mother of three. Sam is currently thirty-five years old and from the age of
fifteen has spent his entire life under the supervision of North Carolina Correctional System.
North Carolina is not the best or the worst state to face the criminal justice system in. North
Carolina has the death penalty, but it is not used often. The number of incarcerated people is not
out of the sync with the national average. The main idea being this could be the story of any
number of people in America today and the Criminal Justice System was set up against them
from the start. The Criminal Justice System has a history of enslaving the poor, violating human
rights. According to the State of North Carolina, Sam is a thief, a drug dealer, and a murderer.
After the clear evidence and sound reasoning that will be presented the conclusion will be made
that the American Criminal Justice System is in need of reformation.
Slavery of the Poor
America was built on the backs of slaves, indentured servants and the people who
profited from cheap labor. This section will examine the history of the criminal justice system in
America and those who profit from the Criminal Justice System. Additionally, prove the true
intent of enslaving the poor by the descriptions of crimes of poverty and the cycle of poverty in
relation to the Criminal Justice System. In America today, the years of slavery still haunt people
whose ancestors were slaves or masters.
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Slavery and the Criminal Justice System
Today slaves are not black or white; they are the people the criminal justice system says
deserves it. To better understand this examine the facts brought before by Jaron Browne; before
the abolition of slavery there was no real prison system in the United States. Punishment for
crime consisted of physical torture, referred to as corporal or capital punishment. While the
model prison in the United States was built in Auburn, New York in 1817 (Browne, 2007), it
wasn’t until the end of the Civil War, that the prison system took hold.
Slavery, Chain gangs, and Prisoner Labor
Indentured servants were often prisoners to debts. Prisoners from rival African tribes and
nations were among the first to be sold into slavery to the new world. After the Civil War much
of the country, especially the south, was destroyed by the conflict. The abolition of slavery
created a void of cheap labor needed for the reconstruction of the south. When the thirteenth
amendment to the constitution was ratified it included a reprieve for the loss of cheap labor. The
amendment included a loophole for which prisoners could still be subject to slavery. The
intention of the loophole was two fold, a deterrent for crime and construction of much needed
public infrastructure. The manifestation of the amendment was the implementation of chain
gangs. Many slaves who finally secured freedom found themselves back out on a chain gang
because of the harsh laws and sentences of post-civil war, pre-civil rights era. Prison labor
became a more significant part of modern capitalism during Reconstruction because the Civil
War made immigration to America dangerous, left the U.S. economically devastated, and
deprived capitalism of its lucrative slave labor. One of the responses to these crises was to build
more prisons and then to lease the labor of prisoners, many of who were ex-slaves, to labor-
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hungry capitalists. (Harnett, 1998). An article written by Kamau Franklin and published by
American Friends Service Committee, an organization that one of its key goals is to end mass
incarceration, the relevance that slavery still has on the American Criminal Justice System is
discussed. Although slavery ended in 1865, America came up with plenty of reasons to lock up
large numbers of Black people in the years that followed. The legal justification was established
in the Black Codes—loitering and vagrancy laws passed after the Civil War to restrict freedom
(Franklin, 2015). Sam’s employment for the NC DAC has been as a cook, dog trainer, and he has
served on countless working details on the sides of the highways. Currently he works in the
recreation department of his prison, he waited a few years for the position to open up and is
content with his job.
The Money Made and Who is Making it
What America has not realized is the Criminal Justice system is another corporation set to
make money by punishing criminals. Corporations wishing to maintain the “Made in America”
status began sourcing factory jobs to prisoners. The cheap labor pool of prisons allowed them to
remain competitive with other companies who sourced their labor to sweat shops over seas. As
pointed out in the article titled Rooted in Slavery: Prison Labor Exploitation: Private
corporations are able to lease factories in prisons, as well as lease prisoners out to their factories.
Private corporations are running prisons-for-profit. Government-run prison factories operate as
multibillion-dollar industries in every state, and throughout the federal prison system. (Browne,
2007) Upon the implementation of the war on drugs, prison populations boomed. Stephen
Harnett published in great detail the money being made off of mass incarceration. While states
are cutting spending on education, housing, health care, and other long-term infrastructural
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necessities, the Bureau of Justice Statistics reports that state spending on prison construction
increased 612% between 1979 and 1990 (Harnett, 1998). Factory prisons were not the only
profiteers. The commercial food industry, with low cost and low quality food to serve America’s
new mass incarceration was marketed directly to prisons. Feeding prisoners has become a major
growth industry totaling over $1 billion a year (Harnett, 1998). Surveillance systems and new
technology designed to keep inmates under lock and key with minimal supervision has become a
thriving venture. Doubling of profits is dwarfed by the 500% profit-growth over a five-year
period shown by Space Master Enterprises Incorporated (builders of pre-fabricated prison cells),
which leapt from $12 million in 1982 to $60 million in 1987 (Harnett, 1998). Additionally the
need for more lawyers, judges, police officers, probation officers, and correctional officers
became a fast growing job market. The more criminals and the more amount of time they spend
in the correctional system have a direct effect on the profit margin. Despite these profits,
prisoners are reportedly earning real wages (their $8 an hour wage minus state-imposed
restitution fees, and room and board charges) of $1.80 an hour (Harnett, 1998). Mandatory
sentences and the three strikes you’re out rule on felonies, increased those profit margins in
expediential. Even with prison reform being a hot topic, the CJS is continually creating a thriving
economy. Now there are oversight committees for oversight committees. Private sectors hired
to assess and train officers, programs, and facilities across the Criminal Justice System’s law
enforcement, court proceedings and incarceration. These are powerful groups with unions and
lobbyist to ensure their continued growth and prosperity. Today Corrections Enterprises employs
nearly 2,000 inmates in 13 different industries, teaches job skills to inmates and generates
revenues of approximately $90 million annually while providing quality goods and services to
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state and local government agencies and state employees. (NC DPS, n.d.). In some prisons there
is a contracted minimum number of criminals to be housed in the prison. If those minimums are
not met the state will be faced with fines and the possibility of closure of the prison as was
recently in the news. It behooves the states to find and lock up as many criminals for as long as
possible. The people easiest to find and lock up for the most amount of time are drug dealers,
small time thieves, and the previously incarcerated.
Crimes of Poverty
Our prisons are over run, not by crime bosses and serial killers. It is over run with repeat
offenders involving drugs and poverty. In Dario Berrebi’s article “Poverty and Crime: Breaking
the Vicious Cycle,” published by POVERTIES a website dedicated to publicizing social
scientific research, crimes are related directly to the economic state of the person committing
them and the communities they are committed in. This is one important lesson for governments:
property crimes are correlated to hard times (i.e. poverty) but violent crimes are tied to the lack
of social cohesion or harmony and can lead to riots and social unrest (Berrebi, 2011). When you
trace back the steps in most criminal’s lives it begins in poverty, probably escaladed to drugs in
some way and then a crime was committed. This was the case in Sam Dwiggins’ predicament.
Sam was twelve when he first tasted the thrill and rewards of petty theft. Sam was a social
outcast due to his family’s financial disparity and he wanted to fit in. He started stealing from his
friends. Things that he wanted but could not afford, like candy, baseball cards and anything he
could put in his pockets, he seized the opportunity regardless of the owner. In three years of
impressing others he managed a girlfriend and realized he needed to start making money of his
own. Sam knew a man that needed to move some marijuana, the only thing Sam had to do was
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drive the marijuana from one county to the next one over and he would make $300. Sam was 15
at the time and had already been issued verbal warnings about driving his mother’s car around
with out a license. Poverty and crime combined together leave people with two choices: either
take part in criminal activities or try to find legal but quite limited sources of income (Berrebi,
2011). Sam was caught driving with out a license, in an unregistered vehicle with enough
marijuana to be charged with drug trafficking, and several medium value items that were
reported as stolen. Sam broke the law, was caught, and for the first time he would have to face
the CJS.
Broken Homes and Broken Dreams, the Cycle Continues
Sam was given “a break” and was not tried as an adult, but instead spent two years at a
juvenile detention center. The felonies would be on his record and he was put on 2 years
probation at age 17. Paul Street speaks to employment after incarceration in his article “Race,
Prison, and Poverty.” Employers routinely check for criminal backgrounds in numerous sectors,
including banking, security, financial services, law, education, and health care. But for many
jobs, employer attitudes are irrelevant: state codes places steep barriers to the hiring of ex
offenders in numerous government and other occupations. As part of his probation he was
required to be home between 6 PM and 6 AM, pass a weekly drug test, and pay $500 a month in
court fines. Sam tried to get a good paying job, but with a felony conviction, being only 17 and
can only work limited hours, he was left with very few options for jobs. Unemployment is also
connected with crime, as it's an important factor of inequalities. It’s only recently that studies
have revealed that unemployment causes not only higher property crimes but violent ones too
(Berrebi, 2011). Sam got a job doing construction. Paul Street argued, “prison records reduced
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the amount of time employed after release by 25 to 30 percent” (Street, 2001) Sam’s truck broke
down and every dollar he was making at the time was going to court fines. Sam decided to go on
the run from his probation officer, but he never truly left his mother’s house. The system of mass
incarceration destroys entire communities and makes jail become a normal, inevitable step in
people’s lives. Young blacks witness their fathers, brothers and uncles inevitably spend years in
jail and think it's just the way life is for them (Berrebi, 2011). The probation officers always
knew where to find him, and the few times they came, he managed to hide. They were going to
take him back to jail for not paying the $500 a month, which was out of his affordability from the
beginning. Poverty itself is more tied with violence, criminal damage and also drug use - as a
catalyst for violence (Berrebi, 2011). Sam’s life will forever be tied to all of those.
Sam was set up for failure from the beginning of his experience with the correctional
system. Though Sam broke the law, and should have been punished, one can argue that just by
that first encounter with the law, Sam was imprisoned for the rest of his life. Sam’s fines were
more than he could ever afford. The growth of spending on prisons is directly related to a decline
in positive social spending in poverty and crime-reducing areas as education, child-care, and job
training (Street, 2001). The felony on his record limited his job opportunities, and forever took
away his second amendment, fourth amendment, and fifteenth amendment rights as a citizen.
The CJS guides society to say, “look at what they did; they deserve everything they get in jail
just by being put there in the first place.”

Violations of Human Rights
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Sam’s plight turned for the worst in every way possible. Sam’s mother was diagnosed
with cancer, during this time Sam also started smoking crack-cocaine. Sam turned 19 on January
30th 2002, and in just 45 days he would be threatened with the death penalty. This section will
discuss various violations to the United States Constitution. The information used in this section
comes from the current collegiate textbook being used in Political Science classes, We The
People, 10th edition, written by Benjamin Ginsberg, Theodore Lowi, Caroline J. Tolbert, and
Margaret Weir. Due process of law is the right of every individual against arbitrary action by
national or state governments. (Ginsberg, Lowi, Tolbert, & Weir, 2015) This section will prove
that Sam Dwiggins was denied due process.
Double Jeopardy, Felonies, Parole and Probation
On March 12, 2001 while high on crack, Sam and his friend would be accused of
breaking into a man’s house, stealing some weapons, and then murdering the man. If Sam had
been picked up by his parole officer, as he should have been, he would never have been in
question for these crimes. Sam and his friend were both arrested several days after the incident
happened. When you take into account the last section’s examples systematic oppression of the
poor, one might question if the probation periods, criminal records, and repercussions of them,
are not strictly prohibited by the double jeopardy laws in the constitution. The answer is yes they
are. The right to vote is fundamental to our countries heritage and future, when the constitution
was written it was the intention that even felons could vote (as long as they were white men).
Today there are only two states that allow felons to vote, 15 states that allow voting after release
from jail, and 9 states that will only allow a former felon to vote on the personal approval of the
Governor of that state or court action. North Carolina falls in the middle with the majority of
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states, in that the voting rights of felons are lost until the completion of sentence, to include

parole and/or probation (National Conference of State Legislatures, 2016). Clearly a correlation
can be made that if the government does not trust someone to vote, they should not be allowed a
gun. While the rational for the gun laws is sound, the voting restrictions seem unnecessary.
Another unnecessary infringement is probation. It has already been established that the purpose
behind probation does not reduce repeat offenders; it causes them. The worst thing we have
done throughout history has been our implementation of more restrictions to recently freed
individuals. It segregates them from normal society, imposes unfair treatment and rules, and
creates a negative stigma. Curfews, fines, and being subject to random searches are the only sure
thing in probation and parole.
Plea Bargains and Appeals
One of America’s traditional and most strongly held juridical values is that “it is far
worse to convict an innocent man than to let a guilty man go free.” (Ginsberg, Lowi, Tolbert, &
Weir, 2015). Sam at the time was going through withdraw from the crack-cocaine, not of sound
mind or judgment, and should not been allowed to make any legally binding statements. Sam’s
mother’s illness was even used against him to coerce him into a confession and plea-bargain.
Sam’s mother was told that the state would seek the death penalty and he would be found guilty.
Execution is a time-consuming and expensive- more expensive than life in prison- precisely
because the government must make every effort to ensure that it is not executing an innocent
person (Ginsberg, Lowi, Tolbert, & Weir, 2015).

With that knowledge the path of least

resistance is to plea bargain for life without the possibility of parole. In an article written by Jed
S. Rakoff, “Why Innocent People Plead Guilty” illustrates just what was going through Sam’s
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young and drugged mind: “The typical person accused of a crime combines a troubled past with
limited resources: he thus recognizes that, even if he is innocent, his chances of mounting an
effective defense at trial may be modest at best. If his lawyer can obtain a plea bargain that will
reduce his likely time in prison, he may find it “rational” to take the plea.” (Rakoff, 2014). The
prosecutor knew that the evidence to lead to a conviction was shaky at best with statements from
known criminals and bias neighbors who knew Sam and did not like him or his family. In one
woman’s statement, she referred to his mother as a prostitute for Mr. Stamey without any just
cause. One truth that most do not know about is if you plea-bargain you will not be able to use
the Appellate Courts. Except cases selected for review by the Supreme Court, decisions made by
the appeals courts are final (Ginsberg, Lowi, Tolbert, & Weir, 2015). The only legal way
forward for Sam is through the Supreme Court to deem his plea-bargain unconstitutional. Most
of the cases filed with the Supreme Court are dismissed without a ruling on their merits. The
Court has broad latitude to decide what cases it will hear, and generally listens to only those
cases it deems to raise the most important issues (Ginsberg, Lowi, Tolbert, & Weir, 2015).
Unfortunately for Sam, his case does not raise an important issue that the courts would want to
hear. Plea-bargaining saves time and resources, another way of saying that is that it cuts corners.
The possibility that the defendant may be totally innocent of any charge but is being coerced into
pleading to a lesser offense because the consequences of going to trial and losing are too severe
to take the risk, are rarely taken for consideration (Rakoff, 2014). Even though no blood was
found on Sam or his possessions the investigators continued to lead him on a narrative that was
incriminatory. As stated in the previous sections the majority of defendants are poor, under
educated, and have limited resources. They accepted their fate as normal and a part of life; to go
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to jail. There are over 2.2 million people in prison in America, of those; 2 million are there under
a plea bargain (Rakoff, 2014). One of America’s traditional and most strongly held juridical
values is that “it is far worse to convict an innocent man than to let a guilty man go free”
(Ginsberg, Lowi, Tolbert, & Weir, 2015). Our criminal justice system is almost exclusively a
system of plea-bargaining, negotiated behind closed doors and with no judicial
oversight (Rakoff, 2014). This is immoral, unethical, and against what the founding fathers had
intended. Each person accused of a crime should have his day in court, plea-bargains have no
place in the American CJS.
Cruel and Unusual Punishment
Sam missed the best thing that could have happened to him by 45 days. Although it was
once assumed that adolescent development was complete by age eighteen, emerging research
demonstrates that the brain does not finish developing until one’s mid-twenties, specifically the
prefrontal cortex, which controls decision-making, risk management, and impulse control
(Smith, 2016). In a recent case, the Court held that life imprisonment with out parole for a
juvenile, even one convicted of murder, constituted cruel and unusual punishment (Ginsberg,
Lowi, Tolbert, & Weir, 2015). Near the end of January, the Supreme Court ruled, in
Montgomery vs. Louisiana, that those serving life sentences for crimes committed as juveniles
would have the opportunity to make the case for a chance at a second hearing. This decision
makes retroactive a 2012 ruling in Miller v. Alabama, stating that life without the possibility of
parole for juveniles is unconstitutional (Smith, 2016). Sam is not a model prisoner, since his 16
years in prison he has been in trouble with the prisons he has been housed in, totaling 20
infractions. Most of his infractions were minor, talking back to a guard, vice related offenses
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like gambling; the most sever ones being an escape charge and assault with a weapon. Before
those infractions’ punishments are explained, the infractions must be put into context. Sam is in
a high security prison, full of other violent offenders, and gangs. Sam has known nothing but
prison life and has had no incentives to be a model prisoner; it is not like he will be going before
a parole board. The escape charge was a jump rope found in his cell, probably because he works
in recreation. The assault with a weapon was a fight. Sam spent two months in the hospital and
now has metal plates in his head from the fight. Anyone with the means would have grabbed a
weapon a fought for their life too. Sam has spent over a year in solitary confinement
(disciplinary segregation) for those infractions. Nathaniel Penn documented the stories of
solitary confinement. In the age of mass incarceration, solitary confinement—the practice of
isolating a human being in a cell for 22 to 24 hours a day—has become a punishment of first
resort in America (Penn, 2017). For the fight alone, he spent 180 days in disciplinary
segregation after his medical segregations were over. In studies, only a few groups have ever
reported feeling as crushed by loneliness as these prisoners do—among them terminally ill
cancer patients and people in rural communities who are suffering from AIDS (Penn, 2017).
The only deterrent the state has for Sam is solitary confinement or the death penalty. Researchers
believe solitary confinement damages the body and brain, but they can't test this hypothesis,
because what we do to prisoners every day—house them in prolonged isolation—is illegal to
do to laboratory animals. It is against the law to treat rats the way we treat people in solitary
(Penn, 2017). In heat of the moment when Sam took his plea it was probably the right decision
at the time. As Schaefer points out, numerous studies show that defendants are more likely to be
sentenced to death if their victims were white rather than black (Schaefer, 2004). More than
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1,000 persons have been sent to North Carolina's death row since the state assumed
responsibility for executing criminals in 1910 (NC DPS, n.d.).
Sam stood before the judge with his family and the victim’s family behind him and
agreed to a plea for life with out possibility of parole. Sam’s friend, age 21, also took a plea for
life in prison with out parole. That is two young men’s entire life for one old man. No
mitigating circumstances can say that this is justice and this is fair. These men will never return
to society, they will never again be anything more than a burden of society. These men have
nothing to strive for, there are no incentives for them to behave, and there is no rehabilitation
because there is no benefit or end goal.

A Proposal For Reformation
In a perfect world there would be no need for cops, lawyers, judges or jailers. This world is not
perfect, and we must have consequences for our actions. The first step in the criminal justice
system must start with crime prevention.
Crime Prevention and Cops
Crime prevention comes from two sources, better social welfare programs and ensuring that the
punishments for crime serve as a public deterrent. The constitution requires a speedy trial; swift
justice should be included as well. Upon interviewing current correctional supervisors, it was
unanimously agreed that the current penile system was anything but swift. No one should be
made to wait 20 years to be executed. A man should not go to jail for stealing a VCR in the
1980’s and still be in prison today. The solution this paper would like to propose would be a
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return to corporal punishment as an option. When executed in public, corporal punishment
provides a much better example than prison time. (Gleissner, 2011)
In other countries thieves get their hands or fingers cut off or beaten in the streets. They still
have freedom; they can still have a job and family, they can still have a chance. Eventually the
thief will either stop or run out of fingers. Physical punishment provides offenders with an
immediate opportunity to change their behavior and join law-abiding society (Gleissner, 2011).
Sam could have been a case for this, between his murder charge and his first run in with the law
he committed several burglaries, but served only days in prison for them and was fined. Some
opponents to corporal punishment could say that it is cruel and unusual. Cruelty is part of
punishment; it is the negative aspect of punishment that society can say that they have had
enough of, but what about the person receiving it? If some part of punishment were not cruel it
would not be a punishment. Is it crueler in the long run to hand out life without parole sentences
to young adults, or have them missing a finger or two? Which is more cost effective few years
in jail and a public beating in streets or life without parole. Would the victim’s family rather see
the offender doing ten years of hard labor on public infrastructures or watching TV day in and
out for the rest of their lives? The key subject behind each of these instances is one is public and
swift, the other drawn out and private. How is our society going to produce generations of lawabiding citizens when the consequences to crime are hidden from public view? Incarceration
does not provide the benefit of example, because it is hidden behind prison walls (Gleissner,
2011). At the minimum, children should learn about prisons, the people in them and why they
are there. Children should also learn about how not to go to prison and the community police
officers should be involved with them. Many children are brought up with very few, if any
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positive encounters with the police. Officers of the law should be called, they should not be
walking up on random citizens to frisk and they should not be in plain clothes. Officers should
be in marked cars and in uniform, unless in very extreme circumstances when they are off-duty,
they should not be operating as an officer of the law when they are off-duty. The last suggestion
for police officers is to take the bullets out of the guns. Replace the bullets with non-lethal
rounds, and place the lethal bullets in their top pocket of their uniform. The gun should never be
the first thing anyone goes for when dealing with people.
Laws, Court, and Punishment
It has become undeniable that the war on drugs must end. Drugs make citizens in pursuit
of their own happiness into criminals. Ending the war on drugs is currently being debated across
America, and in the Senate New Jersey Senator, has proposed a bill that will do just that. The
bill will also release prisoners who are serving sentences for drug crimes. The end of the war on
drugs will undoubtedly free up courtroom time, which will leave more resources to ensuring
every accused person has their day in court. Plea-bargains should be then made unconstitutional.
In every case where the defendant agreed to plea-bargain, the original case should be reviewed
and retried. No crimes committed in prison with the exception of rape and murder should be
held against the defendant in the trial, nor should those crimes be held against them upon the
findings by the court that the defendant be found not guilty or considered time served. All
criminal records should be sealed upon completion of punishment and never brought up again.
The press could argue that the public has a right to know, they do not. That same argument could
be used for someone to have another person’s bank account information or personal information.
No one has a right to another person’s privacy. In the same interviews as previous mention, with
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corrections supervisors, it was also unanimously confirmed that there is a need for a clear and
fair system of implementing punishments. Melissa Mayer, who was awarded American
Corrections Association’s Professional of the year, came up with a points system that included

age, crime, and mitigating circumstances to come up with appropriate punishments. While the
corporal punishment option was not included with the original points system, it can easily be
added. The last suggestion in legal reforms would be to abolish probation and parole; you are
either free or not free.
Prisons and Return to Society
The biggest question to this paper is how does a society let out the monsters it created?

We

deem men too dangerous even for a maximum-security prison, we cage and manacle them, we
assign armed guards to watch them, and then, many months or years later, we suddenly
unshackle them and dump them onto a bus (Penn, 2017). The answers to that question are in
the prisons now, the answers have to come from the very people who already deal with them
everyday.

The corrections officers already know how to live with the monsters. In Sam’s

prison they are making changes, small changes that instill humanity and kindness in a simple
way. Penn speaks to this in his research on Norwegian prisons. Staff, who are unarmed,
function as social workers, mentors, and employment counselors (Penn, 2017). There is
virtually no violence. One program that was surprising was a garden. Currently the food
grown in the garden is given to local needy families, and is not well kept. If the prisoners were
allowed to keep the food that they grew, would that not be an incentive to make the garden
better? Would it help keep the cost of running the facility lower? Would it make the
prisoners’ lives more meaningful? One could imagine if Sam were to ever be released, what
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kind of work could he do to be a productive member of society? If the purpose of incarceration
is public safety, what does it mean to keep people in prison when they are no longer a threat to
society? (Smith, 2016) Sam could be a farmer. There should be a program for both prisoners
and guards to deal with the unique circumstances incarceration. No one involved with mass
incarceration escapes being dehumanized by it. That includes COs, who experience high rates
of depression, domestic violence, substance abuse, and suicide. A third of them suffer from
PTSD. There are inhumane prisons and cruel guards. One correctional officer was fired from
Vermont after he pressed a gun to a man’s head so hard his ear bled. Four months later, North
Carolina hired him to work as a prison officer (Ames Alexander, 2017). Everyone makes
mistakes its how you learn from them and the desire to improve that determines your future.
The Supreme Court has the power to make most of this happen legally. Currently the
American Prison System is making changes. The State of North Carolina recently revised the
mandatory sentencing laws. Other changes include closing private prisons, financial audits of
institutions, and no longer using the death penalty in some states. The Judiciary Act of 1789,
Congress conferred on the Supreme Court the power to reverse state constitutions and laws
whenever they are clearly in conflict with the U.S. Constitution, federal laws, or treaties
(Ginsberg, Lowi, Tolbert, & Weir, 2015). As stated before the outlook for Sam is dismal even
with the current reformations to the CJS. Sam’s only hope is that this document strikes a chord
and manages to land on the Governor’s or President’s desk, only a full pardon can give him hope
to one day be a free man.
Conclusions and Future Study
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Sam Dwiggins has never been a free man. He was imprisoned as a rebellious teen; there
is no doubt that he was a troublemaker and a thief. The intention of this paper was not to make
him out to be a villain or hero, because he is neither. Sam is a man that should have the
opportunity for redemption for the transgressions of his childhood. There is a theme that he has
been unjustly sentenced, but Sam Dwiggins should be in jail. He should be preparing for a
parole board after spending sixteen years in jail, or at least after twenty years that would be
enough.
The following are details left out intentionally. Upon completion of reading this
document, it is encouraged that the reader reviews the document again.
The body of George Daniel Stamey was found four days after the alleged incident. His
place was in disarray, as he was a known hoarder. The guns and knives turned over to the state
as evidence by know local thieves and drug addicts claiming they were holding it for Sam and
belonged to Mr. Stamey, were not all of the guns. At the crime scene there were several guns
out around Mr. Stamey’s body and easily accessible and visible around the premises’. Mr.
Stamey was a known drug dealer of prescription medications and there are allegations of
pedophilia by now adult men that have come forward. The September 11 attacks were very
fresh, and Mr. Stamey was a crippled Vietnam veteran. Sam was a known troublemaker with
personal knowledge of Mr. Stamey. In one of the first interviews with a neighbor to Mr. Stamey
it was reported that there was a stranger found larking around just before the murder, and that it
was not Sam. Mr. Stamey died of multiple stab wounds to the head and heart and gunshots to the
head and chest; he naturally had more than several defensive wounds. If Sam was the murderer
of Mr. Stamey he had to very passionate about his hatred for him to warrant that kind of
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violence, even if he was high. Mr. Stamey’s family have all passed on now, he was survived
only by his then aging mother.

Sam was made to sign a statement of Miranda Rights on eight

different occasions, on three different days. Sam did not sign the first two, and the time between
the last non-signed and first signed was six and a half hours. The friend of Sam’s gave two
wildly different accounts of the evening, the first one saying that Sam had killed a dog. That
statement was given at midnight, the next statement by him was given sixteen hours later and
incriminated himself and placed the murder on Sam.
Sam Dwiggins’ story is not unique. Sam is currently thirty-five years old and from the
age of fifteen has spent his entire life under the supervision of North Carolina Correctional
System. North Carolina is not the best or the worst state to face the criminal justice system in.
According to the State of North Carolina, Sam is a thief, a drug dealer, and a murderer. This
document intends for the reader to examine the evidence presented in the Appendices, and hopes
that the reader will review the document again.
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Appendix A
Sam Dwiggins’ Criminal Case
This appendix contains documents from Sam Dwiggins’ five hundred and twenty-two page
criminal case for first-degree murder. The case file was received with permission from Sam
directly from his next-of-kin, all pages were received and in tact. The following documents
are provided to the reader for clarity and examination in this order:
•

North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation Laboratory Report

•

Voluntary Statement from Brian Alford

•

Photos taken from the crime scene depicting guns that were left behind

•

Medical Examiner Autopsy Report

•

Voluntary Statement from Brian Alford

•

Voluntary Statement from David Wilkie

•

Narrative: Stamey, George, Daniel, page 66

•

Original arrest warrant of first-degree murder for Sam Dwiggins

•

Original arrest warrant of first degree murder for Brian Alford

•

Original sentencing documents with seals

•

Statement of Miranda Rights for Sam Dwiggins
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